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Making Connections

Sandra Boynton is one of my all-time 
favourite cartoonists. I was introduced to 
her work on greeting cards available for 
perusing or purchasing in a small store in 
the basement of the Student Union 
Building at UBC. Sadly, the store is long 
gone. Fortunately, the cartoonist 
continues to draw and her work is still 
available -- cartoons and board books 
including the classic (or at least one of 
my own favourites) The Going to Bed 
Book.

She tweeted one recently featuring 16 of 
her characters on a Zoom call with the 
caption: “I mean, yes, its nice that we’ve 
managed to get together virtually. But I 
don’t know, it’s just not the 
same.” (Accessed April 16, 2021 at 
SandraBoynton.com. Tweets by 
@SandyBoynton.)

I am grateful, so very grateful for Zoom 
and being able to get together virtually. 
That said, those cartoon critters speak the 
truth. It’s just not the same. And yet, as 
my mom might have said, “it will do 
until something better comes along.” 
Surely the time will come when we can 
be together again in person with people 
who don’t live under the same roof. 

What else am I grateful for in these 
COVID infected times? 

For all of you! The congregation! For 
people who drop by the church 
unexpectedly to see Karen or me or both 
of us. (Or to use the bathroom, that 
works, too.) For everyone who’s learned 
to use Zoom to come to church, to a 
meeting, or a book study conversation. 
For skilled and handy people who install 
mail slots in doors and secure boxes to 
catch the mail on the inside of the door. 
For phone calls and emails and texts. For 
random acts of kindness. For random acts 
of generosity. For Easter Bunnies and 
beeswax candles. For elves who organize 
drive-by birthday celebrations and all the 

drive-by-birthday-partiers who you might  
say came out in droves!

Am I grateful for anything else? 

Yes. I am grateful for the week off after 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Thank you 
so much for that!

What did I do on my week off?

I slept late every day. I made a quick 
Costco run. And I binge watched United-
in-Learning webinars. Six of them. 
Congregational Finances During the 
Pandemic. I missed them live in October 
through March so I’m really grateful the 
recordings are available and easily 
accessible. You can watch them, too, if 
you want to.

The first “Congregational Finances 
During the Pandemic” webinar was 
offered in April 2020. It was a success, a 
big hit with church leaders – treasurers, 
bookkeepers, clergy, board and council 
members – all manner of United Church 
types attended. Faithfully, one might 
even say. Due to popular demand which
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clearly reflected the church’s needs, new and updated 
Congregational Finances During the Pandemic webinars followed 
monthly, sometimes weekly or bi-weekly. They took a break in 
July and September, but save those two months, monthly 
webinars continue. They meet an important need, offering up-to-
the-hour information, interpretations “from the source” of the 
federal programs as they were announced and implemented, and 
answering specific and general questions about congregational 
finances during the pandemic. I am grateful for all that. Beyond 
words, grateful. 

I’m grateful that Andy, our treasurer at the time, and Karen, our 
office coordinator and bookkeeper, were early adopters. The three 
of us followed each and every one the webinars. Countless three-
way and two-way conversations in my office or Karen’s office 
began with, “how did you understand…?” or “do you think we 
might qualify for…?” or “how did they say that thing worked?” 
The webinars and tenacity saw us through – and probably 
hundreds of United Churches across the country, too.

United-in-Learning is the United Church’s national online 
learning and education platform. It’s funded by our (and by “our” 
I mean every United Church across Canada) denominational 
assessments. Reverend Steven Fetter is the Coordinator, 
Continuing Education. On staff at the national office in Toronto – 
formerly informally known as “Church House.” That’s a half-
time role in which his responsibilities include United-in-Learning. 
He is amazing. He is generous, kind, well-informed, passionate 
about continuing education, and brings mad, mad, mad technical 
skill and ability to everything to do with United-in-Learning. In 
his other half-time role, he is the clergy at Forest Hills United 
Church in Toronto.

Steven hosts the Congregational Finances During the Pandemic 
webinars and keeps an eye on the chat to collect and curate the 

questions that come in for the presenters. Erik Matheson and 
Clyde Harris are the regular presenters. Erik is the treasurer of his 
home United Church in Toronto (a different one from Steven’s 
church). Erik is also the Chief Financial Officer for the General 
Council of the United Church. Clyde Harris’ home church is in 
‘cottage country’ somewhere outside of Toronto. He is the 
practitioner, a professional bookkeeper who “retired” to run his 
own business. His clients include 12 United Church congregations 
so he’s got lots of experience with congregational finances. They 
are amazing – and their sole (soul?) purpose in these webinars is to 
help and support the leaders who are looking after the finances for 
their own home churches. 

I am grateful for these three churchmen and the work they do for 
their local congregations and the wider church, grateful for their 
United Church foundation and grounding, grateful for the ways 
they live into and out of the theology and ethos of the United 
Church of Canada. The first slide in each and every one of their 
webinars is the New Creed. At the beginning of every webinar, 
when he speaks to that slide, he says that for him, the Creed is the 
mission statement of this church of ours. At the end of every 
webinar there’s a slide that says thank you to everyone for coming. 
When he speaks to that slide, he makes it personal and keeps it 
real. Thank you, he says, for all the work you do for your church 
and the wider church. He links it back to the Creed every time: 
“We are called to be the Church.” Speaking straight to the hearts of 
everyone on the Zoom call he reminds us why we do what we do, 
he reminds us that we’re all “here to be the church and celebrate 
God’s presence.”

Us, too, at St. Andrew’s United Church (Williams Lake).  On 
Huckvale Place, just off Midnight and in the wider community. We 
are here to be the church and to celebrate God’s presence. We are 
not alone. Thanks be to God.

Message from the minister (continued from p. 1)
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Ministry Highlight:

News from the Board
by Janet (Board Chair)

Greetings on this lovely spring day!  I’d like to start by giving a huge thank you to our 
outgoing Board members for their many years of service.  We have four returning 
members and three newcomers, all serving as Members at Large.

Our new Board has met twice so far -- on February 16 and March 16.  By the time you 
receive this we will have met again on April 20.  Our first meeting was a general 
orientation for the new members and looking at the way forward.  At the March meeting, 
we began working on the regular business.  

We have decided that one of our goals will be to work on Mission/Vision and Identity.  
With this in mind, at the end of April we participated in the Fresh Start Module 16 - Planning for Effective Ministry.  This was 
facilitated by Rev. Victoria and Rev. Bob who are both in Prince George.  This workshop took place virtually.

Speaking of Zoom, we are very pleased to see an increasing number of you joining us via Zoom for Sunday morning worship.  
We have all come a long way in the past year.  There has been a steep learning curve for many of us.  Congratulations on your 
achievement to conquer Zoom (which I had never heard of a year ago!)

Thank you for remembering the church with your continuing monetary support. This is greatly appreciated.



Board Members (as of the ACM 14 February 2021)
Minister   Rev. Nancy Colton
Chair    Janet Whalley
Secretary   vacant
Treasurer   vacant
Member-at-Large  Maureen Margetts
Member-at-Large  Olive Walsh
Member-at-Large  Alison MacLise
Member-at-Large  John Dryden
Building & Property Rep Ed Kozuki
M&P Rep   Linda Hicks

Designated Secretary* Linda Hicks
Recording Secretary* * Karen Leroux (Church/Office Coordinator) 
Bookkeeper***  Karen Leroux (Church/Office Coordinator)

Ministry and Personnel Committee 
Mary Trott
Linda Hicks
Ken Awmack

Worship Committee/Team (as of the ACM 14 February)
Brenda Smith
Judy Fletcher
Lynn Blatchford
Linda Sullivan
Rev. Nancy Colton
           
Trustees (as of the ACM 14 February 2021)
Rev. Nancy Colton
Mary Telfer
Alvin Gregory
Roger Hicks
Ross McCoubrey

*Designated Secretary – When there is no elected Secretary on the Board, the Board appoints a member of the 
Board as a "Designated Secretary" or "Secretary Delegate" to fulfill the role and function of the Secretary, save 
taking, producing or distributing the minutes of Board meetings.  The Designated Secretary initials the official copy 
of the minutes on file in the church office.

**Recording Secretary – the Board appointed the Church/Office Coordinator to take, record, and distribute the 
minutes of the Board’s meetings.

***Bookkeeper – Bookkeeping is one of the responsibilities assigned to the paid position of 
Church/Office Coordinator as per the position/job description.
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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH (WILLIAMS LAKE)
BOARD AND COMMITTEE/TEAM LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

 With elections and resignations at the ACM (Annual Congregational Meeting) in February, there were 
many changes in leadership positions in the congregation.  This list will help you to keep them straight.
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Happy 90th Birthday, Audrey!
! On Tuesday, April 13 a parade past Audrey’s window was held to wish her a happy birthday.  Thanks to all 
who came out to make this a special day for Audrey!  Thanks also to those who organized the event, spread the word, 
and decorated cars. In the photo above, Audrey (right) and her daughter are excited to see the parade and the love it 
represents.

Photos by Maureen and Heather
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Church Name Tags
by Maureen

! After reading the book, Deep & Wide, in which it suggested we all should look at our church with new 
eyes, like you were a newcomer to the building, I decided to do just that. 

 As I  entered the front door, I noticed the welcoming, lovely backlit cross against the wooden wall!  On a table 
was a prayer box where folks could write out a prayer to God, and pop it into an interesting box surrounded by 
inspirational items. Continuing along the wall, I was surprised to see just how messy the name tags were. They were 
all different sizes, some were on the floor, some had pins, others clips, some were sideways, others were upside down.  
Some were quite nicely done but others had names that were hastily written.  “With the eyes of a newcomer” I 
thought to myself that not much time or care was taken when setting up something as important as these name 
tags. That’s when I decided to see if I could make a simple, little difference.

" I worked at designing name tags that included our Church’s name and crest at the top, were smaller but could 
still be easily read, had proper pins and, unlike my name tag, didn’t pop out my name on the floor when I bent over 
to get a hymn book!  Ron and Steven would have to pick up my name and hand it back to me. When they moved, 
George and Marion took over the job! 

" I also made a special name tag with just the Church’s name on it. I thought that these could be use by folks 
who did local volunteering. Some people don’t want their name showing when volunteering but this way, people 
would know they were from St. Andrew’s United Church and were giving their time to help at various events.

" I took the idea and pictures to a Board meeting and it was unanimously approved.  I then went ahead and 
ordered name tags for the Board members at the time, Reverend Nancy, Karen, and my family. These name tags can 
now be seen on the far left side of the tag hanger.  I also ordered six volunteer tags that could be borrowed from the 
office and returned, for volunteers to use.
           

*** Please know it is not mandatory for you to purchase a new name tag! ***

" The name tags are $10.00 each. I checked with several people to make sure that this was a reasonable price. 
Everyone approved!  If you wish to purchase either name tag, fill in the order form that will be sent as an attachment 
with this Church Newsletter. Drop it and the $10.00 payment off at the Church office or pop it in the door slot. 
Be especially careful when printing your name in the box so there will be no spelling mistakes on your name tag. 
Tags will be ordered June 15, 2021.
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! The present community of Williams Lake had its beginnings 
in the early summer of 1919, when the Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
established a service, freight, and passenger depot at what is now 
the foot of Oliver Street.  Very quickly, a small town grew up in that 
area, and began spreading outwards.  Back in the those days, 
churches were considered to be integral to any town.  There was 
already a well established Catholic church at St. Josephʼs Mission, 
but the very first protestant church to be formed in the new town was 
St. Andrewʼs Presbyterian Church.  Beginning in the fall of 1920, its 
services were held in a large room above the T.E. Moore general 
store on Railway (now Mackenzie) Avenue, with both Presbyterians 
and Anglicans in attendance.   The upstairs room where the services 
took place was a multipurpose room of sorts, being used on various 
occasions as a town hall meeting room, a gambling parlour, a dance 
hall, a morgue, and of course, a storage area.

! Construction of the Presbyterian church and manse was 
begun in the spring of 1921, and the buildings were substantially 
completed by the late fall.  They were located on the corner of 
Second Ave and Oliver Street, right where the Bank of Commerce is 
standing today.  It was Williams Lakeʼs first church building, and it 
was dedicated to God on Easter Sunday, 1922.  

! The first minister at St. Andrewʼs was Rev. Alex MacKinnon, 
a tall, rosy cheeked man from Nova Scotia, who had already been a 
clergyman for some 20 years.  He arrived in Williams Lake in the 
summer of 1921 to oversee the construction of the church buildings 
and to expand the churchʼs presence in the region.  His parish 
consisted of an area which extended 300 miles from east to west and 
100 miles north to south.  He travelled thousands of miles during his 
20 year career here, on foot, by horseback, by buggy, and by car, 
preaching to the people of the Cariboo in homes, stopping houses, 
shacks, tents, dance halls, schools, and open air venues.

! Sometimes, weather conditions were hazardous and 
accidents happened.  A vehicle sliding off the road or stalling out 
necessitated long walks in sub zero temperatures.  One time, Rev.

MacKinnon and his wife got lost on a trip back from Beaver Valley.  They were 
not found for 24 hours. The following Sunday the church was full with people 
wanting to hear his sermon “Thoughts and Feelings while Lost in the Bush.”  

! Rev. MacKinnon was very involved with the community during his 
time here.  He became president of the Board of Trade, the Hospital Board, 
the Stampede Association, the Fall Fair, and the Farmerʼs Institute.  When 
Williams Lake was incorporated as a village in 1929, he was one of the three 
Town Commissioners.  He left Williams Lake in 1941, finishing the last few 
years of his 50 year ministry in Peachland.  Upon his retirement, he returned 
to Nova Scotia where he passed away in 1949.  In our church, the name 
MacKinnon Hall honours the contributions of this dynamic and dedicated 
church leader.

! In 1925, the Presbyterian, Methodist, and Congregational Churches 
in Canada joined together to become the United Church of Canada.  Thus, St. 
Andrewʼs Presbyterian Church became St. Andrewʼs United Church.  It 
continued on in its location at Second and Oliver until 1953, when the facility 
was deemed too small and too costly to enlarge, so the original buildings were 
sold and a move was made to a new site on the corner of Cameron St. and 
Third Ave (which is now the parking lot across from Marie Sharpe Elementary 
School).  A hall (also called MacKinnon Hall) and a manse were built there, 
with plans for a sanctuary to be built later.  It never was, and the hall served 
as a place of worship, a Christian Education Centre, and a congregational 
gathering place.

! In April of 1980, an arson fire destroyed this building.  Our church 
scrambled to find temporary worship sites, and plans were developed for a 
new, modern church building.  In the fall of 1980, the ground was prepared, 
and over the next year and a half, our current facility on Huckvale Place was 
constructed with incredible community support and volunteer labour.  On 
October 10, 1982 - Thanksgiving Sunday - the building was dedicated.

! St. Andrewʼs has a rich and close knit history with our community.  It 
is my hope that when we are able to put these COVID times behind us, we 
will be able to resume our outstanding tradition of support and service.

! There is a brief history of the church already written up.  I have run 
off a few copies and left them on the counter above the drawers for anyone 
who might like a copy.

Happy Birthday, St. Andrew’s!
 by Barry

! Many people in our congregation may not be aware that this year, 2021, marks the 100th anniversary of the construction 
of the first St. Andrew’s church in Williams Lake and the arrival of its first minister.  I thought it might be interesting to provide 
a little history of those events.

The T.E. Moore General Store (white building) served as the first gathering place for 
protestant congregations in 1921.                     Photo from BC Provincial Archives

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church and manse about 1924.  
The original of this photo is on display in the St. Andrew’s United Church office.

Rev. A. MacKinnon (top left) and the Sunday School children — Easter Sunday, 1923
Photo from Williams Lake Tribune Jubilee Supplement (1979)

MacKinnon Hall at Third and Cameron after the 1980 fire.
Photo from St. Andrew’s United Church scrapbook.
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! Paul Davis was minister of this congregation from 1977 to 1987, as well as 
a member of our worshipping community from the early 1990’s until his death in 
December 2014.  He influenced many lives in the St. Andrew’s community as 
well as in the Williams Lake area and the central and north coast of BC where he 
also ministered.
"

" After Paul passed away, a bursary was set up at TRU (Thompson Rivers University) in his name.  This 
bursary for $1000 is presented annually, when funds are available, to a TRU student in financial need within the 
Human Service Diploma Program or the Educational Assistant and Community Support Program.    Preference is 
given to a student at the Williams Lake campus of TRU who is indigenous or expressing interest in working 
within a family counseling field. 

" This is a reminder that continued yearly support is needed for this bursary to continue. The last donor 
appeal letter of 2020 raised $2155.  Of this, $945 was raised by the TRU students and staff at the Williams Lake 
campus with a drive-thru bake sale and a virtual raffle.  The donor relations office had suggested that students 
and staff fund raise for this bursary due to the fact that there was so little money left in it.

" Tax deductible donations for the Paul Davis Memorial Bursary can be made online at www.tru.ca or by 
mail to

THOMPSON RIVERS UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION   
805 TRU WAY 

KAMLOOPS B.C. 
V2C OC8

Paul Davis Memorial Bursary
by Roger

 

Paul Davis devoted his life to serving others. He encouraged me to pursue education at a time in my life that I 
thought it was too late. (I was a grandmother with a grade 12 education, experiencing much pain and stress). I 
went to college and my life has been financially stable since. 

The difference education makes is exactly what Paul said. It not only expands our knowledge but provides a wider 
lens in which to view the world. My life is more secure, my self-esteem is stable, my financial situation is stable, 
and my outlook is positive. I am eternally grateful.

If my contribution in memory of my friend can support a small part of the success of another human being, I will 
be continuing his legacy that there is a wonderful world awaiting anyone that strives to improve. It’s like Michelle 
Obama stated. Once any of us have burst through an obstacle then it is our duty to assist someone else to do the 
same.

Editor’s note:  When I phoned Pat to ask permission to print her letter in this newsletter, she told me that after 20 
years working in the nursing field, she is now teaching nursing students.

Letter from a Bursary Donor
The letter below was written to the TRU awards committee by Pat Johnston of Parksville.  It is reprinted with her 
permission.
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Hope International 
Development Agency

" Hope International is an international aid development 
agency that exists to improve the supply of basic human 
necessities for the neediest in the developing world and to 
challenge, educate, and involve North Americans regarding 
development issues.  They partner with existing agencies in the 
countries where they provide assistance and focus on microloans 
to individuals in need.

" Members of St. Andrew’s who feel called to do so have 
been supporting Hope International for the past 40 years.  Usually  
an annual fundraising dinner is held in Williams Lake (and other 
communities around the province and throughout Canada) in 
April and May.  Last year and this year, because of the pandemic, 
the dinner was cancelled, but they will be holding a virtual event 
Canada-wide on Thursday, May 6.  Tickets are $25 each.  There 
will likely be the opportunity to make a larger donation during the 
evening.  Donations are tax deductible.

Our Evening of HOPE is virtual, 
but the change you will create is real.

 On May 6 be among HOPE supporters joining us from 
the comfort of their homes to see what's possible through the 
lived experiences of Chamila, Nadeeka and Anula as they share 
stories of transformation from Hambantota, Sri Lanka.

Evening of HOPE Virtual Event
Thursday May 6, 2021

Live from Vancouver
Join us at 7pm Pacific or 7pm Eastern

" For more information about the Hope International 
Development Agency, see https://hope-international.com/ or talk 
to Roger.
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! We have a new book 
in our church library which is 
a very interesting read.  Ed 
and Midori Kozuki recently 
donated their book “Raising 
Janis, an autistic child grows 
up”.  

" This book by Ed and 
Midori is an account, as told 
to Heidi Redl, of how the 
family successfully overcame 
the challenges of their daughter’s diagnosis of 
Autism Spectrum Disorder.  We read about the 
journey the family made through various types of 
treatment and educational programs and the 
wonderful assistance they received from the 
community in Williams Lake.  

" This book shows us the Kozuki family’s 
qualities of courage, perseverance, hope and love.  
It also gives information about Autism Spectrum 
Disorder from Autism Canada and Autism BC 
which may be helpful to those who are new to the 
topic.  

" This book is a very welcome addition to 
our church library.  It can be found in the 
“Personal Growth/Health” section.  “Raising 
Janis, an autistic child grows up” is dedicated to 
“families who are on the Autism Spectrum 
Journey similar to the Kozuki family.”
 
" Congregation members are welcome to 
borrow books from our church library anytime 
during office hours.  Just come in, follow COVID 
protocols, and fill out the library card in the book 
you wish to borrow.  Leave the library card in the 
box on the counter in the library and borrow the 
book for 2 weeks.

From the Library
by Lynn
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The Property Team at St. Andrews is happy to report 
that our building and grounds have survived another 
winter season quite successfully, and plans are being 
made for the transition into spring and summer.

One of the first things 
that comes to mind is the 
street-side, where our 
caretaker Rick has been 
“tuning up” the lawn 
and pushing the winter 
sand away from the 
parking areas. He is 
wanting to eliminate 
some of the old tree 
stumps in the green 
space behind the houses (there are 30+) to make it 
easier for grass cutting (for both man & machine). I 
think he could use some help there as it’s not in his 
schedule.

Of course, the garden areas need some TLC as the 
annuals begin sprouting. They just can’t do it without 
some human help! Please consult with Ros and she 
will be happy to advise what you can do.

There will be no plantings between the front concrete 
ramp and the building due to a flooding problem, so 
some kind of decorative material may be used to fill 
this space. Any suggestions would be appreciated. We 
are not landscape specialists!

Building safety, 
mechanical and 
plumbing have been 
performing well, and 
any issues have been 
attended to, or referred 
to our church 
governance for 
consideration.

Of course, there’s always some area that could use 
some paint or other means to liven things up. The 
Property Team would appreciate your suggestions. 

Many thanks to those who have stepped up to do 
whatever is necessary to keep things looking well. 
We are a Committee of Everyone!

           

Daffodils bloom in the church garden.      A mail slot is added to the front door.

Around St. Andrew’s:

An Update from Physical Resources
by Ed

! We are a group who pray daily for those who are 
suffering from poor health or are in sad, disturbing, or 
worrisome situations (which could be any one of us 
nowadays).  

" If you feel the need of a prayer, or know someone who 
does, please let one of us know.  You can also let Rev. Nancy 
Colton or Karen in the United Church office know.

" Normally we meet on the first Sunday of the month 
right after Church. Since "COVID-19" our connections have 
been through email every couple of months.

" Please know that you are not alone, that you are all in 
our prayers and we wish you well.

Prayer Circle
by Eileen

"

 Faith at Home activity boxes were purchased 
for the 2021 calendar year for 8 families 
connected with our congregation.  The Lent 
and Easter boxes were delivered at the end of 
February.  Pentecost boxes will be going out 
in May.  There will also be 
Fall/Thanksgiving and 
Advent/Christmas boxes 
coming later in the year.

Family Ministry
by Heather

Graphic from https://united-church.ca/worship-
liturgical-season/pentecost-sunday

https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/pentecost-sunday
https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/pentecost-sunday
https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/pentecost-sunday
https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/pentecost-sunday
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Although things are being done in a different way because of all the health restrictions arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is still a lot of ministry happening.
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Seen Around St. Andrew’s

As the last newsletter went to print, a call went out for donations to the Giving Tree.  
The call was definitely answered!  Donations were distributed to the Child 
Development Centre (CDC), Chiwid Transition House, the Giving Tree in Boitanio 
Park, Abraham’s Lodge, Canadian Mental Health Association, and seniors through the 
Senior’s Activity Centre.  The CDC was delighted to receive 50 hand made toques!

A pass through window was put 
into the office so that visitors can 
deliver items without coming into 
contact with the staff in order to 
keep everyone the regulation 6 ft 
apart.  Here, Karen, our Office Co-
ordinator, loans out a hymn book 
for a member to use at home 
during worship services on Zoom.

All photos on this page by Maureen

Karen teaches her dogs tricks over her 
lunch hour.

The music for the Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday services was pre-recorded 
in the sanctuary.  Thank you to Michael, 
Janet, and Rocco for your wonderful 
music on Zoom every Sunday morning!

Worship services on Zoom.

The Board and other interested people 
are currently reading the book Thriving 
Churches:  Urban and Rural Successes 
about United Churches across the 
country.  Study sessions using this book 
will be held in May.
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! In the last newsletter (Advent 2020), 
there was an introduction to using Zoom.  To 
review it, see p. 12 & 13 of that newsletter, 
which can be found on the congregationʼs 
website at http://wlunitedchurch.ca/
2020%20Advent%20Newsletter%20for
%20websites%20reduced%20size.pdf   Since 
that article was published, I have learned 
more about using Zoom that I share here.  The 
offer still stands to contact me for a practice 
Zoom session to gain some proficiency at 
using any of these features or the ones 
mentioned in the previous newsletter.  

Signing in -- To join a Zoom meeting by 
clicking on the link (underlined blue text) in the 
emailed invitation from the meeting host.  If 
you donʼt have a computer or reliable internet 
service, you can phone the church office for a 
phone number to join the Zoom meeting or 
worship service by telephone.

Remember to sign in 10-15 minutes before the 
meeting starts to allow yourself time to get 
online and not be late for church.  Think of this 
as your driving time to the meeting (or worship  
service)!

Speaker view & Gallery view 
-- Speaker view (found in the top right corner 
of the Zoom screen) is helpful when you want 
to focus on the speaker and not be distracted 
by others attending the 
meeting.  

Mute/Unmute, Stop/Start Video 
-- The labels on the buttons for the 
camera and microphone tell you 
what will happen when you click on 
them.  When you see “unmute” and 
a red line through the microphone, 
that means that your microphone is currently 
muted (off) and people canʼt hear you.  That is 
the way it should be for the majority of the 
worship service so others are not distracted by 
your phone ringing, your furnace kicking in, or 
your comments to your spouse or pets.

Multiple Zoom screens -- Now that more 
people are attending the Zoom worship 
services, there are often two pages/screens of  
participants in the “Hollywood squares” Zoom 
window.  In order to see more than 25 
participants, you will need to scroll to page 2 
(or even page 3 if there are more than 50 
participants).  Usually if you hover your mouse 
along the right (or left) border of the Zoom 
window, you will see a small arrow (or triangle) 
that you can click on to move to the next page 
of “Hollywood squares”.

Changing your name -- When you are signed 
into a Zoom meeting, the square with your 
picture on it will display the name you entered 
when you downloaded Zoom.  If that is not the 
way you want to be known, you can change 
the name displayed, in one of two ways:
a)  Click on the small box with three dots in 

the top right corner of the square with your 
picture in it.  From the 
drop down menu 
displayed, click on 
“Rename”.  
Type in the name you 
want to be known by for 
this meeting.  

OR
b) Open the participants list  

by clicking on 
“Participants” at the bottom of the Zoom 
screen.  Click on your name in the 
participants list.  On some computers 
(possibly in the “More” button) a menu 
many come up that will allow you to 
choose “Rename”, then type your name as 
you want it displayed.  On other computers 
when you click on your name in the list, 
you can retype your name to display it the 
way you want.

You may need to change your name each time 
you sign in to Zoom or there may be a box 
that you can check to “Remember my name 
for future meetings”.

Rearranging the Zoom windows:  You can 
rearrange the order of the “Hollywood 
Squares” participant pictures in two ways:
a)  Drag the windows to the location you want 

them to be placed.  For instance, for a 
worship service, if you want Nancyʼs 
picture to be in the top left and the 
musicians to be beside her, you can drag 
Nancyʼs picture to the top left corner of the 
Zoom window (if it isnʼt already there) and 
drag the Catalano picture up to the 
location beside it.  You drag a picture by 
clicking on the picture, holding down the 
“mouse button”, dragging the picture into 
location, then releasing the mouse.  
Pictures may still move around as people 
join and leave the meeting, but usually the 
pictures in the top row donʼt move around 
as much as the others, so I would suggest 
moving the pictures of the people you want 
to remain in view to the top row.  

b) You can “pin” a picture in place so it wonʼt 
move out of location by clicking on the 
square with three dots in the top right of 
the picture you want to pin in place and 
choosing “pin” from the drop down menu.  
Before you pin a picture you first need to 
drag it to the location you want it to stay.  

The disadvantage of this method is that 
you can only pin one picture in place.  The 
others will still move around as people join 
and leave the meeting.

You could combine both methods by moving 
the pictures to where you want them, then 
“pinning” the one you most want to stay in 
place. Another disadvantage of pinning a 
picture is that, if you are in speaker view (such 
as when listening to the worship service), the 
pinned person will remain in the large speaker 
window, even if someone else is speaking (or 
singing in the case of the musicians).

Chat box -- If you donʼt have the 
chat box open and see a number 
beside the Chat icon, this means 
that there are that number of 
messages waiting for you.  You can briefly 
open the chat box, read the messages, 
respond if needed, and close the chat box 
again.  This is a very useful feature if you are 
using a phone, iPad, or have your Zoom 
window in full screen.  On those devices and 
in full screen mode on a computer, the chat 
box will open in front of the picture screen so it  
is annoying to have it open all the time.
-- You can minimize or close the chat box by 
clicking on the arrow (v) in the top corner of 
the chat box.  This will give you a drop down 
menu where you can choose the option you 
would like.

Microphone & Camera -- If you have difficulty 
with others not being able to see or hear you, 
have checked the microphone & camera icons 
in the Zoom window and you are not muted 
(or have your camera turned off), the 
microphone (or camera) may be turned off on 
your device.  Some computer keyboards have 
a button in the top “function” row that turns the 
computer microphone on or off.  

If you are using an iphone or iPad, the 
microphone and camera can be turned on or 
off in the Zoom app.  To check on this, go to 
“Settings” on your iPhone or iPad, then scroll 
to the very bottom of the page where you will 
find the Zoom app listed, click on Zoom, and 
look for “Microphone” or “Camera”.  There 
should be a button on the right hand side of 
each line beside the words “Microphone” and 
“Camera”.  If the buttons are green, your 
microphone and camera are on when the 
Zoom app is used.  If either button is grey, 
your microphone or camera is off when the 
Zoom app is used.  To turn it on, slide the grey 
button sideways until it turns green.  

Using Zoom
by Heather
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Worship Services -- every Sunday at 10 AM via Zoom.  Watch for an e-mail from Rev. Nancy for a new link each 
week.  The service is also e-mailed and sent via Canada Post to those without e-mail access.  Please contact the 
church office if you would like to be added to the distribution list.

Board meetings -- 3rd Tuesday of the month (May 18 & June 15) on Zoom.

M&P meetings -- 2nd Tuesday of the month (May 11 & June 8).

Worship Team meeting -- Wednesday, May 12 at 10 AM on Zoom.  

Healing Touch -- Practitioners are meeting on the 4th Tuesday of the month (May 25) on Zoom.  Healing sessions 
are being offered by distance, which is similar to receiving an experience of intentional, deep prayer.  These 
sessions can be arranged by calling the church to be put in touch with a practitioner.

Dates to Note


